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in full; but it is impossible that I should not succumb under two years of such a life. Besides which, piracy is killing us. The farther we go, the less my books sell. Have the newspapers influenced the sale of the '' Lys " ? I do not know; but what I do know is that out of two thousand copies Werdet sold only twelve hundred, while Belgium has sold three thousand! I have the certainty, from that fact, that my works do not find purchasers in France. Consequently, the success of sales that might save me is still distant.
I am here with Auguste, whom I have kept. Can I still keep him? As yet I know not.
To let you know how far my courage goes, I must tell you that " Le Secret des Ruggieri" was written in a single night. Think of that when you read it. "La Vieille Fille" was written in three nights. '' La Perle brisee," which ends at last the "Enfant Maudit," was written in a single night. It is my Brienue, my Cham-paubert, my Montmirail, my campaign of France! But it was the same with "La Messe de 1'Athee" and "Faciuo Cane." I wrote the first fifty feuillets of the "Illusions Perdues " in three days at Sache.
What kills me is the corrections. The first part of " L'Enf ant Maudit" cost me more than many volumes. I wanted to bring that part up to the level of "La Perle brisee " and make them a sort of little poem of melancholy in which there would be nothing to gainsay. That took me a dozen nights. And now, at the moment of writing to you, I have before me the accumulated proofs of four different works which ought to appear in October. I must be equal to all that. I have promised Werdet to bring out his third Part of the " Etudes Philosophiques " this month, and also the third dizain, and to give him for November 15 "Illusions Perdues." That'makes five volumes 12mo, and three volumes 8vo. One must surpass one's self, inasmuch as purchasers are indifferent;